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It then flashed in the visitor's mind that since the
trader was a hard nut to crack, his wife should be
approached for monetary assistance. So he called on
Lakshmi Bai at her residence and she came out.

The lady was told what all had taken place, with a
plea that at least she should help.

'Oh sir, can you imagine what will happen if my
husband gets to know that you were here. Even for the
alms supposed to have been given by me in his dream,
he was furious and erupted like a volcano. Please
therefore get away from here.'

'No madam, with this worthless pie 1 cannot do
anything. With so much riches in your house, if you
cannot spare something, is it just?"

'Everything here belongs to my husband. So, how
can I give any of thos^e?'.

If so, can you part with at least what belongs to
you?'

'You mean what I possess?6

'Yes, the nosering that you are wearing must be
yours and as per custom, you should have got it as a gift
from your mother's house.'

'Why are you hesitating? Nothing will happen.
Please unscrew it and hand it over to me.'